
Pastoral Care Council Meeting Minutes
Final 1/18/22

Meeting Date: December 14, 2021 Time: 6:30- 7:50 p.m.

Meeting Participants: Present Meeting Participants: Present
Judy Barthel, Chair Karen Henningsen X

Cathy Garvey,
PCC PLC Rep  Recorder

X Susan Lauer X

Deacon Jim Saumweber X Anne Rodenberg X
Beth Berg, Recorder X Janet Savoie

Dallas Schute X

Jeanne Stupar
Marcelle Tracy X

Agenda Items Owner

I.  Welcome and Opening Prayer
Karen opened the meeting in Judy’s absence, Cathy read a prayer.

Karen/Cathy

II. Approval of November Minutes
Karen moved to approve,  Cathy seconded.

All

III.  PLC Update (from 11/16/21 meeting)

Pastor’s Report:
Strategic Planning – long range planning process. New leadership in both parish and school.
Middle of an Archdiocesan change as well. Transitioning from maintenance to mission.
Financial and physical space changes, expanding.  Looking for parishioners or others that
we may call upon for assistance/expertise, who may act as contract consultants. Individuals
or businesses involved in strategic planning processes, project management.

Synod update – Archdiocese finished 6 weeks of conversation. We were third highest for
number of attendees. Deanery meeting in February 2022 at St. John the Baptist.

Cathy
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Administrator’s Report:
Fall Festival – debrief on the fall festival. Future festivals may be revised, scaled back.

Staff Updates:
Faith Formation – Administrative Assistant of Discipleship & Formation -  Anne Gallagher
replaced by Erin Werneke
Parish Office Finance Manager – Gail Foote will be working with Pam Rogers prior to her
retirement. Gail has previous parish finance experience, CPA.

Rollout of Parish App during mini–Ministry Fair organized by Stewardship council.
Created groups for PLC, Ministry Area Councils, other groups for parish community.

Facilities:
Discussed and approved the community garden, east side of the building.

Finance:
Approved financial statements for the month of October, contributions are 15K below
budget. Compared to the same time last year, currently $99k better.

Discussion on what to do with our cash reserves – recommendation to use a consultant with
fiduciary funds.

HLC:
Fundraising on Sunday after Mass has gone well. Have held three events- October 31 raised
$900, November 7 raised $595, November 14 raised $888, will do one more next weekend.
Next year will hold food sales after the 11 a.m. Mass as well.

Social Justice:
Planning for another 9-week session “Faith & Racial Justice: Changing Systems and
Structures”. Will purchase curriculum to have available early December 2021.

Worship:
Sound board has moved to a permanent location in the media booth. Speaker installation is
moving forward; after Christmas, before Lent.

School:
Enrollment is strong; Preschool 132, K-8 grd 560.

Successful fundraising: approximately $132K Bloom, 73K Marathon, includes a $30K
donation (20K to financial aid current year, and $10K to Conner Anderson Endowment.)

EANS Funding (Emergency Assistance to Nonpublic Schools) School qualified for funding
to cover expenses due to pandemic crisis. Have until September 2023 to use the money.
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School continues to grow, discussing options on expanding space needs. May need to hire
additional staff to meet the needs of growing enrollment.

Stewardship:
Planning a January event to welcome new parishioners who joined the parish over the past
year. Tentative date set for January 16, 2020. Sunday afternoon. Welcoming over 100
families. Asking PLC members to consider helping with this event. Ask your ministry area
council for members who will be able to help. Send an email to Ramona Michaels if you can
help.

For complete information see the meeting minutes of the PLC November 16, 2021
Council Meeting.

IV. Deacon Jim Update

Sharing Tree:
Dallas and wife Linda set up the tree in the Courtyard on 11/22. A generous number of Gift
Cards and monetary donations have been received; typically about $11,000 value.

Powerful Tools for Caregivers:
Lyngbloomsten will offer this Zoom course again in Jan.-Feb. 2022.

Sharing and Caring Hands Meal:
Group from St. O.’s will serve lunch on Wed. 12/29 (5th Wednesday).

Feed My Starving Children:
St. O’s group will pack meals on Wed. December 29, 9-12:00 a.m.
Contact Michael Bronk to sign up.

Charity Fund:
Agreed to donate $5,000 to Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Owensboro KY for tornado
relief; particularly St. Joseph’s parish and those affected in Mayfield.

Sr. Carol Ann:
85th Birthday on 12/19 for anyone who would like to send a card (Karen will share address).

Word Communion Presiders:
Four new parishioners are interested or are in training.

Care Center Visits:
There have been some periodic closures due to COVID but Deacon Jim and others have
been able to continue visits.
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Befrienders:
Looking to scale down training which currently comes from national organization and is
costly and time consuming.

Outreach to seniors/isolated parishioners:

● Discussed ways to connect with seniors and more isolated members. Possibility of
setting up “pen pal” type of relationship with younger parishioners, by mail, phone
or electronically. Deacon Jim is checking with Amy if possible to connect through
the parish app.

● Agreed to send out notes again to parishioners 80+ in age. Deacon Jim will ask Amy
to put together the address list and obtain note cards. Need to have someone write a
script. In the message, we could include information about the possibility of being in
contact with someone from parish on a regular basis and about Sarah’s
Table/Gathering events.

V.  Donation Bins
● December (12/13-30)- January  -  Birthright (CCW)
● February - Homeless Vets (Every 3rd Saturday/Tom Kramer)
● March - Listening/Freedom House
● April - Towels and Soap to supplement the Holy Thursday collection.

○ Last year distributed to 6 different agencies

All

VI. Sarah’s Table/Gathering

Jeanne and Susan are proposing three different themed ideas for a gathering without a meal:

1) Puzzle and Game Day
Set up tables with different games and puzzles.

2) Plants and Flowers
Provide an opportunity for flower arranging and potting up succulent plants to take home.
Invite someone who can come and give a flower arranging instruction or provide
information about succulents. (Possibly someone from Lexington Floral, or parishioner
Dixie Nelson)

3) Dan Perry Sing-a-long

Other considerations/discussion:

● Scheduling will depend on Covid situation in winter/spring.
● Masking requirements and other Covid mitigations would need to be determined.

Susan
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● Serving any food/beverage would depend on Covid. Possibility of giving each
attendee a gift bag with treats.

● Sarah’s Table coordinators Deb Smith and Connie Stephan should be contacted.
Should also include those with dementia (contact Hayes).

● Cathy will mention this idea at PLC meeting to gauge their support.

VII. Community Garden Project Update

The Facilities Council approved the project with some stipulations:

● Plot should be 32’x 24’
● No outside fencing; any animal deterrent/screening should be affixed to the top of

the raised beds.
● Location changed to a site on the west side of parking lot.

Susan suggested:

● Separate 4’x8’ beds, perhaps up to nine beds; discussed other configurations
● Designate one bed for the Hispanic community
● Hire or request help from teens and Scouts for building and caretaking

(possible Confirmation or Eagle Scout project)
● Have a session of showing ideas on a screen

Brainstorming ideas - consolidated in a separate document, Beth will update

Susan

VIII. Other Business
● Anne requested a time when Maureen Kelly from Wilder Healthy Aging could be

rescheduled to speak at our meeting (had to cancel in Nov.). Plan for February.
● Parish hiring part-time receptionist/scheduler to replace Pam Flaherty who is

retiring; may need someone to fill in.

All

Next meeting: January 18, 2022
Prayer Schedule
Jan. -Jeanne May - Beth
Feb. - Jan             June - Anne
March - Judy       July - Susan
April - Dallas      Aug. - Marcelle

All
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